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Town  Clerk's  Report 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1953. 


Births 


Feb. 

6 

Kenneth  Church  Fisher 

Feb. 

11 

Donald  Harvey  Munson 

Feb. 

14 

Diane  Edith  Krug 

Feb. 

26 

Timothy  Aldrich  Hurd 

Mar. 

28 

Elizabeth  Anne  Ferron 

Apr. 

23 

Jeanne  Sue  Dodge 

May 

22 

Keith  Victor  King,  Jr. 

June 

8 

Mary  Cecilia  Allen 

Aug. 

10 

Christopher  Paul  Hunt 

Sept. 

16 

Carla  Jean  Barrett 

Oct. 

13 

Joan  Marie  Cernak 

i 
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Deaths 

Mar. 

4 

Agnes  Champagne  Robert 

Aug. 

10 

Christopher  Hunt 

Aug. 

30 

Lester  Charles  Inman 

Sept. 

8 

Mary  E.  Braman  Withered 

Oct. 

11 

Alfred  Joseph  Cayo 

Oct. 

25 

Ernest  Linwood  Jones 

Nov. 

9 

Louise  Sandy  Parsons 

Dec. 

24 

Harriet  J.  Orner 

Marriages 

Jan. 

17 

Sidney  H.  Cole 

Westhampton,  Mass. 

Jessie  Clark 

Easthampton,  Mass. 

Apr. 

8 

Robert  E.  LaRose 

Westhampton,  Mass. 

Helen  I.  Swieskowski 

Willimansett,  Mass. 

June 

10 

Theodore  E.  Derouin 

Westhampton,  Mass. 

Maria  Teresita  Reyes 

San  Juan,  P.  I. 

June 

13 

Robert  Winslow  Norris 

Westhampton,  Mass. 

Patricia  June  Gillis 

Manchester,  Mass. 

Sept. 

26 

Lawrence  A.  Laprade 

Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rita  R.  Cotnoir 

Westhampton,  Mass. 
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Oct.  17  Sidney  Arthur  Montague 

Westhampton,  Mass. 
Louise  Ellen  Pelton  Northampton,  Mass. 

Nov.  28  John  Sarafin  Chesterfield,  Mass. 

Joan  Putnam  Westhampton,  Mass. 


Licenses 


$1.80 


Dog 

On  Hand,  Jan.  1,  1958 
Licenses  Issued  : 

49  Males  @  $2.00 
5  Females  @  $5.00 
28  Spayed  @  $2.00 
2  Kennel  @  $10.00 


Paid  to  Town  Treasurer 
Retained  84  fees  @  20 $ 
On  Hand,  Dec.  31, 1953 


$98.00 

25.00 

56.00 

20.00 

- 199.00 


$200.80 


$175.00 

16.80  $191.80 

9.00  $200.80 


Fish  and  Game  Licenses 


Licenses  Issued : 

32  Resident  Fishing  @  $3.25  $104.00 

42  Resident  Hunting  @  $3.25  136.50 

41  Resident  Sporting  @  $5.25  215.25 

7  Resident  Minor  Fishing  @  $1.25  8.75 

11  Resident  Female  Fishing  @  $2.25  24.75 

2  Special  3-day  fishing  @  $2.75  5.50 

- $494.75 


Paid  Division  of  Fish  and  Game  $461.00 

Retained  135  Fees  @  25^  33.75 

-  $494.75 
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Free  Licenses: 

5  Resident  Sporting 
5  Resident  Military  and  Naval 

D.  L.  JUDD, 

Town  Clerk 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Clerk  and 
find  them  correct. 


JEAN  W.  NORRIS, 

Auditor 


5 


Town  Treasurer 


RECEIPTS 


Balance  on  Hand  January  1,  1953 
Taxes 


1950  Real  Estate 

$140.71 

1951  Real  Estate 

76.66 

Excise 

5.75 

1952  Real  Estate 

3,711.70 

Personal  Property 

1,140.18 

Excise 

417.95 

Poll 

2.00 

1953  Real  Estate 

23,361.58 

Personal  Property 

6,111.20 

Excise 

3,582.23 

Poll 

278.00 

Interest  on  Taxes 

1950 

19.10 

1951 

5.31 

1952 

100.02 

1953  t 

18.83 

Demands 

1950 

.35 

1952 

.70 

1953 

.35 

Warrants 

1950 

.50 

Highways 

From  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer 

Ch.  81,  1952  Work 

2,249.59 

1953  Work 

9,937.97 

Ch.  90  Construction,  1953  Work 

3,000.00 

From  Hampshire  County  Treasurer 

Ch.  90  Construction,  1953  Work 

1,500.00 

Old  Age  Assistance 

From  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer 

Federal  Grant  for  Aid 

5,784.68 

$44,545.12 
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Federal  Aid  for  Administration  347.50 
State  Aid  5,156.24 

Meal  Taxes  277.87 

Refunds  from  other  Towns  945.79 

Returned  Checks  68.95 

Schools 

From  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer 
Mass.  School  Fund  9,027.80 

Transportation  5,750.00 

Vocational  Education  584.33 

City  of  Northampton,  Tuition  300.00 

Returned  Check  25.87 

Floor  Wax  8.70 

Other  Income 

From  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer 
Corporation  Taxes  1,409.62 

Income  Taxes  240.00 

Division  of  Livestock  Control  12.50 

From  Treasurer  of  Hampshire  County 
Dog  License  Refund  107.28 

District  Court  Fines  15.00 

District  Court,  Restitution  for 

Damages  5.00 

Town  Clerk,  Dog  Licenses  173.20 

Town  Highway  Department, 

Machinery  Fund  4,096.75 

Withholding  Taxes  1,951.31 

County  Retirement  Deductions  65.75 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  27.00 

Junk  Dealers’  Licenses  7.00 

Milk  Dealers’  Licenses  1.50 

Victualer’s  License  1.00 

Auctioneer’s  License  2.00 

Eastern  States  Farmers’  Exchange 

Patronage  Refund  .36 

Revolver  Permits  4.50 

Permit  to  Purchase  Revolver  .50 
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Interest  from  Trust  Funds 

Cemetery 

90.02 

Whiting  Street 

34.50 

Wright 

25.00 

Thayer 

25.00 

1953  Income 

$92,233.20 


$136,778.32 


EXPENDITURES 

Paid  Selectmen’s  Orders  $58,865.96 

Paid  School  Committee  Warrants  25,136.42 
Balance  on  Hand  January  1,  1954  52,775.94 

- - $136,778.32 


Outstanding  Taxes 


1951  Real  Estate 

$132.83 

Personal  Property 

48.95 

1952  Real  Estate 

258.19 

Personal  Property 

70.51 

1953  Real  Estate 

4,986.82 

Personal  Property 

978.80 

Excise 

522.57 

Poll 

4.00 

-  $7,002.67 

Stabilization  Fund 

Balance  on  Hand  January  1,  1953  $1,117.52 
Interest  Income,  1953  28.10 


Balance  on  Hand  January  1,  1954  $1,145.62 


Road  Machine  Fund 

Income  1953  $4,096.75 

Discount  taken  December  1950  1.18 


Balance  on  Hand  January  1,  1954  $4,097.93 
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Funds  Held  in  Trust  by  the  Town 


Interest  Received 


Cemetery  in  1953 

$2,000.00  Lucy  Langdon  $60.00 

500.00  0.  C.  Bridgman  12.50 

100.00  Myra  G.  Strong  2.50 

100.00  George  Burt  2.50 

100.00  Sarah  Cook  2.50 

100.00  Samuel  Edwards  2.50 

100.00  Arthur  Searle  2.50 

100.00  Emma  G.  Damon  2.50 

50.00  D.  L.  Brown  1.26 

50.00  Susan  A.  Loud  1.26 


$90.02 


Worthy  Poor 

$1,380.85  Whiting  Street  $34.50 

1,000.00  Wright  25.00 


$59.50 


Thayer 

$1,000.00 


$25.00 


Account  Balances  on  Hand  January  1,  1954 


Road  Machine  Fund  $4,097.93 

Fire  Station  Building  Construction  457.81 

Parking  Lot,  Construction  430.69 

Rabies  Vaccine  50.00 

Assistance  with  Water  Holes  69.75 

Land  Damage  200.00 

Abandoned  Property  3.08 

Old  Age  Administration,  Feneral  Grant  92.20 


Heating  Plant  and  Building  for  Heating  Plant  747.06 
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Retirement  Deductions,  County 

Withholding  Taxes 

Interest,  Cemetery  Trust  Funds 


13.30 

221.80 

39.57 


RALPH  S.  BRIDGMAN, 


Treasurer 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  find 
them  correct,  showing  disbursements  to  the  amount  of 
eighty-four  thousand,  two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents, 
($84,002.38),  for  which  vouchers  are  on  file,  and  a  bal¬ 
ance  on  hand  of  fifty-two  thousand,  seven  hundred  sev¬ 
enty-five  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents  ($52,775.94). 
Due  from  Ralph  S.  Bridgman,  Tax  Collector,  1951  real 
estate  tax  one  hundred  thirty-two  dollars  and  eighty 
three  cents  ($132.83),  personal  property  forty-eight  dol¬ 
lars  and  ninety-five  cents  ($48.95).  1952  real  estate  tax 

two  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and  nineteen  cents 
($258.19),  personal  property  seventy  dollars  and  fifty- 
one  cents  ($70.51).  1953  real  estate  tax  four  thousand, 

nine  hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents 
($4,986.82),  personal  property  nine  hundred  seventy- 
eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($978.80),  excise  five  hun¬ 
dred  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents  ($522.57) 
and  polls  four  dollars  ($4.00). 


JEAN  W.  NORRIS, 


Auditor 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

Board  of  Selectmen 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


Mass.  Selectmen’s  Asso.  Dues  $10.00 

Edith  Blakesley,  copying  town  orders  25.00 

Mass.  Coll.  &  Treas.  Asso.  Dues  4.00 

Asso.  of  Mass.  Assessors’  Dues  9.00 

Olga  J.  Petrick,  typing  10.00 

Hamp.  County  Selectmen’s  Asso.  Dues  6.00 

D.  L.  Judd,  Town  Clerk  150.00 

Gertrude  Flint,  registration  &  typing  7.50 

W.  M.  Fiske,  moderator  10.00 

W.  M.  Fiske,  selectman  125.00 

Ralph  Bridgman,  collector  175.00 

Ralph  Bridgman,  treasurer  250.00 

John  E.  Petrick,  selectman  104.00 

C.  R.  Burt,  selectman  150.00 

Sydney  Cole,  assessor  100.00 

Philip  Norris,  assessor  100.00 

Gilbert  Flint,  assessor  125.00 

James  O.  Hickey,  Jr.,  dog  officer  25.00 

Jean  Norris,  auditor  25.00 

M.  M.  Clapp,  meat  inspector  16.50 

M.  M.  Clapp,  inspector  animals  25.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Miller,  school  committee  80.00 
Earl  Gett,  school  committee  60.00 

Ellis  Hover,  school  committee  60.00 

F.  W.  Blakesley,  registrar  30.00 

Stanley  Bartlett,  sealer  20.00 

- $1,702.00 
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Tree  Removal 


$100.00 

15.00 


James  0.  Hickey,  Jr. 

Walter  R.  Witherell 

-  $115.00 


$59.75 
18.00 
24.00 
7.50 
21.00 

-  $130.25 

Fire  Department  Building 

Henry  M.  Parsons,  sawing  & 

planing  lumber  $91.91 

James  0.  Hickey,  Jr.,  supplies  169.25 

James  0.  Hickey,  Jr.,  garage  doors  466.48 

James  0.  Hickey,  Jr.,  supplies  699.88 

-  $1,427.52 

Fire  Department 

Mass.  Fire  Equipment  Corp.,  supplies  $90.40 

James  R.  Shea,  battery  4.35 

James  O.  Hickey,  Jr.,  antifreeze  9.00 

Cernak  Buick,  boiler  296.25 

- $400.00 


Water  Holes 

Harlan d  Lemery 
Frank  Blakesley 
James  O.  Hickey,  Jr. 

Henry  Payson,  Gravel 
Machine  Fund 


Road  Machinery  Account 


F.  W.  Blakesley  $11.10 

H.  E.  Lemery  333.25 

J.  Russell  &  Co.,  Inc.  14.04 

Tyler  Equipment  Corp.  117.22 

Walsh  Holyoke  Boiler  Works  Division  103.11 
Hector  A.  Arel  Co.  2.01 

Cernak  Farm  Supply  564.02 

Frank  S.  Parsons  &  Son  1.00 

Oliver  Bishop  9.00 
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United  Canvass  Co. 

6.00 

Walter  Withered 

1.90 

Foster  Farrar 

10.89 

C.  R.  Burt 

.50 

Northampton  Radiator  Co. 

5.50 

E.  L.  Miller 

10.00 

S.  J.  Wise  &  Sons,  Inc. 

182.78 

Manchester  Company 

8.77 

Tarbell  Watters  Co. 

36.35 

Frary  Motor 

231.08 

Perkins,  Milton  Co.,  Inc. 

383.08 

C.  &I. 

10.13 

John  Cernak,  Jr. 

313.76 

Cernak  Buick 

2.45 

E.  F.  Edson  Co.,  Inc. 

87.00 

Fritz  Bacher 

2.90 

$2,447.84 


Printing  and  Supplies 


Hobbs  &  Warren,  town  officers’ 


supplies 

$88.22 

Mark  Supple 

54.12 

Harlow  &  Fennessey 

4.75 

D.  L.  Judd 

5.91 

W.  E.  Londergan 

176.50 

The  Barre  Gazette 

12.69 

Forbes  Snyder,  Inc. 

16.50 

Harlows 

1.80 

Metcalf  Printing  &  Publishing  Co. 

13.00 

C.  R.  Burt 

7.48 

F.  W.  Blakesley 

15.98 

$396.95 


Contingent  Account 

Raymond  A.  Warner,  31  transfers  $18.60 
Hampshire  County  Commissioners, 

filing  fee  for  road  petition  5.00 

William  E.  Dwyer,  preparing  deed  15.80 
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Philip  Norris,  expense  as  assessor  6.00 

Sidney  Cole,  expense  as  assessor  6.00 

Gilbert  Flint,  expense  as  assessors  6.00 

Davis  Engineering  Co.,  layout  and 
description  of  Loudville  Road  80.00 

-  $137.40 

Interest,  Insurance  &  Bonds 


Pease  &  Co., 

Workmen’s  Compensation  $236.49 

Sander’s  Insurance  Agency, 

Insurance  on  Fire  Truck  45.50 

Sander’s  Insurance  Agency, 

Deputy  Coll,  bond  5.00 

E.  Ray  Ashley, 

Insurance  on  trucks  136.50 

Pease  &  Co., 

Ins.  on  weights, 

measures  &  balances  14.02 

Pease  &  Co.,  Fire  Station,  Town  Hall 

&  contents,  additional  1.72 

King  &  Cushman, 

Additional  premium  on  Hough  2.14 

King  &  Cushman,  fire  &  theft  on 

fire  truck,  grader  &  loader,  etc.  36.58 

King  &  Cushman,  smoke  on 

Town  Hall  &  contents  319.63 

King  &  Cushman,  policy  increase  22.25 

Sander’s  Ins.  Agency,  collector’s  bond  53.25 

si 

Sander’s  Ins.  Agency,  treasurer’s  bond  28.00 

James  P.  McGrath,  Fire  Dept,  policy  125.00 

King  &  Cushman,  school  92.20 

Pease  &  Co.,  additional  premium  16.09 

Sander’s  Ins.  Agency, 

Bal.  due  from  March  7.50 

King  &  Cushman,  floater  5.00 

- $1,146.87 


14 


Clerical  Hire 

Frances  Fox  $125.00 

-  $125.00 

Town  Hall  Account 


Stanley  Bartlett,  janitor 

$516.66 

Western  Mass.  Elec.  Co. 

51.58 

Ward  Miller 

16.25 

John  Cernak,  Jr. 

177.49 

Foster  Farrar 

1.73 

Geo.  E.  Coyle 

15.55 

Parsons  Electric  Co. 

2.30 

The  Brownell  Co. 

2.21 

E.  A.  Delisle 

4.19 

Westhampton  Water  Co. 

25.00 

-  $812.96 

Town  Hall  Note 

Northampton  National  Bank  $1,000.00 

-  $1,000.00 

Interest  on  Town  Hall  Note 

Northampton  National  Bank  $240.00 

- $240.00 


Withholding  Tax 

First  National  Bank  $1,911.28 

-  $1,911.28 


Cemetery 

Stanley  Bartlett  $275.00 

Westhampton  Water  Co.  5.00 

Oliver  Bishop  20.00 


Cemetery  Interest 

Stanley  Bartlett  $75.00 

Stanley  Bartlett,  supplies  7.18 

Oliver  Bishop,  trucking  14.00 


$300.00 


$96.18 
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Trust  Funds 

Marion  Mascho,  Treas., 


Street  &  Wright  Fund 

$86.28 

Richard  Tracy,  Treas.  Thayer  Fund 

30.00 

Ralph  Bridgman,  Coll. 

6.25 

Memorial  Day 

Laura  Withered,  300  dixie  cups 

$14.00 

Rev.  T.  Byron  Whipple,  speaker 

15.00 

Esther  Clapp,  recordings 

1.00 

Recreation  Committee 

T.  A.  Purseglove,  soft  balls  &  bats 

18.50 

Well  Child  Clinic 

Ruth  S.  Hover 

$30.00 

Herman  Felsen 

40.00 

Diphtheria  Clinic 

Ruth  S.  Hover 

$25.00 

Herman  Felsen 

25.00 

Memorial  Library 

Stanley  Bartlett 

$100.00 

Marion  Mascho 

142.11 

The  H.  R.  Huntting  Co. 

35.24 

Donald  Williams 

15.00 

Library  Book  House 

79.43 

Charles  Norris 

30.00 

National  Geographic  Society 

5.50 

$30.00 


$18.50 


$70.00 


$50.00 


$407.28 


Cases  Aided  16 


Old  Age  Assistance 

$12,799.45 

- $12,799.45 
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Old  Age  Administration 

Estelle  Frary,  Salary  $500.00 

Supplies  16.96 


Tax  Abatements 


Poll 

Real  Estate 
Excise 


$2.00 

220.00 

189.41 


Retirement  System 

Treasurer  of  Hampshire  County  $64.75 


Taxes 

Howard  A.  Banner,  County  Tax  $2,237.10 
Treas.  of  Mass.,  State  Parks  & 

Reservations  59.74 

Treas.  of  Mass.,  Auditing  Accounts  .79 


Over  Receipts  on  Income  Taxes 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  $1,194.14 


Soldiers’  and  Veterans’  Relief 

Case  No.  2  $50.00 

D.  L.  Judd,  certificates  1.50 


Dutch  Elm  Disease 

Myron  Hathaway  $8.00 


Walter  R.  Withered 


10.00 


Gypsy  Moth 


Walter  R.  Withered 


$2.50 


$516.96 


$411.41 


$64.75 


$2,297.63 


$1,194.14 


$51.50 


$18.00 


$2.50 
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C.  R.  Burt 
W.  M.  Fiske 


Travel  Expense 


$8.00 

2.00 


- $10.00 

Dog  Licenses 

Treasurer  of  Hampshire  County  $175.00 

- $175.00 

Special  Appropriations 


Treas.  of  Hampshire  County, 


For  Retirement 

$132.30 

Road  Machine  Building, 

James  0.  Hickey,  Jr. 

300.00 

E.  T.  O’Neill  &  Son, 

Perry  Hill  Bridge 

1,200.00 

County  Appropriation, 

Perry  Hill  Bridge 

123.23 

James  O.  Hickey,  Jr., 

Fire  Chief  and  Forest  Warden 

125.00 

- $1,880.53 

Buildings 

$28.33 

161.60 

9.00 

11.90 

-  $210.83 


Bridges  &  Railings 


F.  W.  Blakesley 

$62.85 

H.  E.  Lemery 

57.00 

Machine  Fund 

31.50 

George  Payson 

20.00 

Myron  M.  Clapp 

61.60 

Ernest  Delisle 

2.55 

J.  Russell  &  Co. 

4.18 

$239.68 


Road  Machinery 

Western  Mass.  Elec.  Co. 

John  Cernak,  Jr. 

Westhampton  Water  Co. 

Ward  Miller 


18 


« 


Snow  Removal,  Sanding  &  Road  Work 


Clifford  Payson 

$8.00 

F.  W.  Blakesley 

260.00 

H.  E.  Lemery 

394.75 

Machine  Fund 

693.50 

Omasta  Bros. 

457.80 

Myron  Clapp,  Jr. 

172.50 

Merrill  Withered 

4.00 

Murray  Clapp 

9.00 

Oliver  Bishop 

10.00 

George  Payson 

12.00 

James  O.  Hickey,  Jr. 

10.00 

Bill  Willard 

48.57 

Hampshire  Sand  &  Gravel  Co. 

45.84 

Alfred  Blakesley 

20.25 

W.  N.  Potter,  Inc. 

206.00 

-  ?2,352.21 

90  Construction 

$291.25 
348.50 
515.00 
408.00 
1,408.00 
233.00 
289.00 
12.00 
49.00 

-  $3,553.75 

Chapter  90  Construction — Material 


N.  E.  Metal  Culvert  Co.  $355.59 

H.  J.  Payson  417.75 

Ralph  Moran  1,585.80 

Omasta  Bros.  58.65 

Leo  Aloise  30.80 


Chapter 

F.  W.  Blakesley 
H.  E.  Lemery 
Machine  Fund 
Frank  Montague 
Omasta  Bros. 

George  Payson 
Oliver  Bishop 
Clifford  Payson 
Joseph  Misterka 


$2,448.59 


19 


90  Maintenance 

$143.75 

153.75 
305.00 
113.00 

22.50 

6.00 

336.00 

10.00 

8.00 

131.75 
309.40 
201.88 

- $1,741.03 


Chapter  90  Maintenance — Material 


N.  E.  Metal  Culvert  Co. 

$397.24 

American  Tar  Co. 

1,587.92 

H.  J.  Lane  Const.  Co. 

409.99 

H.  J.  Payson 

32.25 

Donovan  Bros. 

29.40 

Omasta  Bros. 

285.75 

Hampshire  Sand  &  Gravel,  Inc. 

16.68 

$2,759.23 


Chapter 

F.  W.  Blakesley 
H.  E.  Lemery 
Machine  Fund 
George  Payson 
Clifford  Payson 
Murray  Clapp 
Roy  Nutting 
Alfred  Barrett 
Edward  Balise 
Oliver  Bishop 
Omasta  Bros. 

Frank  Montague 


Chapter  81 


F.  W.  Blakesley 

$1,647.50 

H.  E.  Lemery 

1,858.75 

Machine  Fund 

2,404.75 

George  Payson 

787.00 

Zack  Donovan 

28.00 

Edward  Balise 

8.00 

Murray  Clapp 

125.00 

Roy  Nutting 

224.00 

Oliver  Bishop 

182.75 

Omasta  Bros. 

575.80 

Alfred  Barrett 

12.00 
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Clifford  Pay  son 

86.00 

Frank  Montague 

272.00 

Town  of  Williamsburg 

8.00 

Chapter  81- 

— Material 

Omasta  Bros. 

$255.30 

Ernest  Withered 

20.70 

H.  J.  Payson 

204.50 

New  England  Metal  Culvert 

722.87 

John  Lynes 

6.00 

Bill  Willard 

31.62 

W.  N.  Potter,  Inc. 

128.25 

Lane  Construction  Co. 

930.59 

Donovan  Bros. 

15.40 

American  Tar  Co. 

2,413.26 

Sidney  Cole 

4.20 

Hampshire  Sand  &  Gravel 

96.87 

Leo  Aloise 

2.10 

$8,219.55 


$4,831.66 


BUDGET  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1954 


Schools  $29,850.00 

Highways,  Chapter  81  675.00 

Highways,  Chapter  90  Construction  2,000.00 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  1,000.00 

Bridges  &  Railings  500.00 

Town  Officers  2,000.00 

Old  Age  Administration  8,000.00 

Board  of  Health  50.00 

Board  of  Health,  Well  Child  Clinic  80.00 

Interest,  Insurance  &  Bonds  1,200.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance  1,000.00 

Gypsy  Moth  175.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  100.00 

Printing  and  Supplies  500.00 
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Library,  Dog  Fund  Plus 

300.00 

Memorial  Day 

40.00 

Contingent  Account 

150.00 

Reserve  Fund 

1,000.00 

Snow  Removal,  Sanding  and 

Road  Work 

3,500.00 

Veterans’  Relief 

300.00 

Rabies  Vaccine 

50.00 

Diphtheria  clinic 

55.00 

Public  Welfare 

200.00 

Fire  Patrol 

100.00 

Cemetery 

450.00 

Road  Machinery  Account 

4,097.93 

Travel  Expense 

50.00 

Fire  Department 

400.00 

Road  Machinery  Buildings 

350.00 

Hampshire  County  Retirement  System  75.14 

Recreation  Committee 

50.00 

Town  Hall  Bond 

1,000.00 

Interest  on  Town  Hall  Bond 

220.00 

Water  Holes 

200.00 

Fire  Chief  and  Forest  Warden 

150.00 

RECAPITULATION 


Town  Officers 

$1,702.00 

Town  Hall  Account 

812.96 

Town  Hall  Note 

1,000.00 

Interest  on  Town  Hall  Note 

240.00 

Interest,  Insurance  &  Bonds 

1,146.87 

Memorial  Library 

407.28 

Contingent  Account 

137.40 

Tax  Abatements 

411.41 

Taxes 

2,297.63 

Dog  Licenses 

175.00 

Soldier’s  and  Veterans’  Relief 

51.50 

Cemetery 

300.00 

Cemetery  Interest 

96.18 
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Trust  Funds 

122.53 

Special  Appropriations 

1,880.53 

Memorial  Day 

30.00 

Fire  Department 

400.00 

Fire  Department  Building 

1,427.52 

Old  Age  Assistance 

12,799.45 

Old  Age  Administration 

516.96 

Printing  &  Supplies 

396.95 

Withholding  Tax 

1,911.28 

Dutch  Elm  Disease 

18.00 

Gypsy  Moth 

2.50 

Well  Child  Clinic 

70.00 

Diphtheria  Clinic 

50.00 

Travel  Expense 

10.00 

Bridges  and  Railings 

239.68 

Road  Machinery  Buildings 

210.83 

Road  Machinery  Account 

2,447.84 

Snow  Removal,  Sanding  and 

Road  Work 

2,352.21 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

1,741.03 

Chapter  90  Maintenance — Material 

2,759.23 

Chapter  90  Construction 

3,553.75 

Chapter  90  Construction — Material 

2,448.59 

Chapter  81 

8,219.55 

Chapter  81 — Road  Material 

4,831.66 

Tree  Removal 

115.00 

Water  Holes 

130.25 

Retirement  System 

64.75 

Over  Receipts  on  Income  Taxes 

1,194.14 

Recreation  Committee 

18.50 

Clerical  Hire 

125.00 

$58,865.98 
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NAMES  IN  THE  JURY  BOX 


Stanley  W.  Bartlett 
Edwin  J.  Larrow 
Earl  Gett 
Daniel  B.  Krug 
Charles  M.  Norris 
Howard  Clapp 
Harold  B.  Wood 


Landscape  Gardener 


Farmer 

Technician 

Salesman 


Caretaker 

Mechanic 


Farmer 


JURORS  DRAWN  IN  1953 


Edward  Cernak 
Frank  Munson 
Edwin  S.  Hayes 


Mechanic 

Mechanic 


Clerk 


Westhampton,  Mass.,  December  31,  1954 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen  and 
find  them  correct,  orders  having  been  drawn  to  the 
amount  of  $58,865.96  (fifty-eight  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents)  for 
which  vouchers  are  on  file. 


JEAN  W.  NORRIS 


Auditor 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

Board  of  Assessors 

1953 


Raise  and  Appropriate: 

Schools  $27,467.00 

Highways,  Chap.  81  675.00 

Highways,  Chap.  90,  construction  1,500.00 
Highways,  Chap.  90,  maintenance  1,500.00 
Bridges  &  Railings  500.00 

Town  Officers  1,800.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  and 

Administration  9,000.00 

Board  of  Health  50.00 

Board  of  Health,  well  child  clinic  80.00 

Interest,  insurance  and  bonds  1,400.00 

Town  Hall  maintenance  1,000.00 

Gypsy  Moth  175.00 

Dutch  elm  disease  100.00 

Printing  and  supplies  400.00 

Library,  dog  fund  plus  300.00 

Contingent  100.00 

Snow  removal,  sanding  and 

road  work  3,500.00 

Soldiers’  relief  100.00 

Rabies  vaccine  50.00 

Diphtheria  clinic  55.00 

Public  welfare  250.00 

Fire  patrol  100.00 

Cemetery  300.00 

Travel  Expense  50.00 

Fire  department  400.00 

Road  machinery  buildings  350.00 


Hampshire  County  retirement  system  132.30 
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Recreation  committee 

50.00 

Clerical  hire 

150.00 

Memorial  Day 

40.00 

Fire  Chief  and  Forest  Warden 

150.00 

Tree  removal 

150.00 

Retiring  Town  Hall  bond 

1,000.00 

Interest  on  above  bond 

240.00 

Smoke  masks 

173.00 

Hough  pay  loader 

1,000.00 

$54,287.30 

From  Balance  in  the  Treasury: 

Highways,  Chap.  81 

$8,000.00- 

Highways,  Chap.  90,  construction 

4,500.00 

Highways,  Chap.  90,  maintenance 

3,000.00 

Reserve  Fund 

1,000.00 

Road  machinery  account 

2,401.50 

Smoke  masks 

157.00 

Hough  pay  loader 

2,500.00 

Dog  refund 

107.28 

State  Parks  and  Reservations 

44.67 

State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts 

39.94 

County  Tax 

2,224.26 

Overlay 

2,599.80 

$26,574.45 

Total  1953  Appropriations 
Estimated  receipts  and 

$80,861.75 

available  funds 

Net  amount  raised  on  polls 

$44,698.35 

and  property 

36,163.40 

$80,861.75 

Personal  property  valuation 

$177,250.00 

Real  estate  valuation 

718,835.00 

$896,085.00 

Tax  on  personal  property 

$7,090.00 

Tax  on  real  estate 

28,753.40 

Tax  on  polls 

320.00 

$36,163.40 
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Tax  rate  $40.00 

Motor  vehicle  tax  4,318.30 

Exemptions  on  real  estate  400.00 

Exemptions  on  polls  26.00 

Abatements  on  motor  vehicles,  1952  178.95 

Abatements  on  motor  vehicles,  1953  314.33 

Abatements  on  real  estate,  1951  81.75 

Abatements  on  real  estate,  1952  84.09 

Abatements  on  real  estate,  1953  245.00 


From  the  Table  of  Aggregates 


Year 

Horses 

Cows 

Sheep 

Goats 

Cattle 

Swine  Fowl 

Dwell¬ 

ings 

1951 

32 

312 

22 

23 

156 

25  14,018 

225 

1952 

25 

352 

19 

18 

105 

9  17,948 

230 

1953 

19 

296 

24 

14 

198 

24  16,554 

234 

PHILIP  J.  NORRIS 
GILBERT  I.  FLINT 
SIDNEY  H.  COLE 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Memorial  Library 


125  books  were  added  to  the  Memorial  Library  this 
year.  Gifts  of  41  books  were  received  from  Mrs.  La- 
Vallee,  Mrs.  Robert  Smith,  Mrs.  Arthur  Bridgman,  and 
Daniel  Bridgman.  41  books  were  sent  to  the  Norfolk 
Prison  library. 

Circulation : 


Adult  Fiction 
Adult  Non-Fiction 
Juvenile 
Magazines 


428 

233 

1,116 

512 


Books  Borrowed  from  the  Bookmobile 
Adult  Fiction 
Adult  Non-Fiction 
Juvenile  Fiction 
Juvenile  Non-Fiction 


272 

155 

369 

103 


307  books  have  been  read  by  24  readers  in  Adventures 
in  Reading. 


MARION  M.  MASCHO 


Librarian 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

School  Committee 


We  have  read  and  approved  reports  submitted  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  School  Principal,  the 
School  Nurse  and  various  Supervisors.  These  reports 
outline  in  detail  the  activities  and  school  changes  which 
have  been  reviewed  and  passed  by  the  School  Committee 
at  its  regular  monthly  meetings  or  one  of  the  special 
meetings  held  during  the  year. 

In  March  1953  the  town  of  Easthampton  withdrew 
from  School  Union  #2  and  immediately  employed  Union 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Dexter.  Our  admission  in 
April  to  School  Union  #58,  comprised  of  the  towns  of 
Williamsburg,  Chesterfield,  Worthington  and  Southamp¬ 
ton,  with  Mr.  Lucius  Merritt  serving  as  Union  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Schools,  became  effective  July  1,  1953.  For 
the  months  of  March,  April,  May  and  June  Westhamp- 
ton  was  officially  without  a  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
although  both  Mr.  Dexter  and  Mr.  Merritt  were  very 
helpful  when  problems  arose.  Mr.  Merritt  spent  many 
hours  of  his  own  time  during  May  and  June  attending 
Westhampton  School  Committee  meetings,  advising  the 
committee  and  acquainting  himself  with  our  needs. 

We  are  very  happy  about  our  new  School  Union  affili¬ 
ation  and  that  our  administrative  problems  are  in  the 
capable  hands  of  Mr.  Merritt. 

ELLIS  T.  HOVER, 

EARL  R.  GETT,  SR., 
HENRIETTE  P.  MILLER, 

School  Committee 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Schools 


To  the  School  Committee  and  Citizens  of  Westhampton: 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  is  here¬ 
with  submitted.  It  is  the  first  report  since  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  new  Union  #58. 

A  significant  change  took  place  in  the  organization  of 
our  school  union  in  April.  Because  Easthampton  with¬ 
drew  from  Union  #2  at  its  town  meeting  in  March,  it 
became  necessary  for  Westhampton  and  Southampton  to 
seek  affiliation  with  some  other  towns.  Application  was 
made  to  Union  #43  which  was  made  up  of  the  towns  of 
Williamsburg,  Chesterfield  and  Worthington.  The  school 
committees  of  the  five  towns  of  Westhampton,  South¬ 
ampton,  Williamsburg,  Chesterfield,  and  Worthington 
met  at  the  Chesterfield  Hotel  on  April  25,  1953  to  decide 
this  question.  After  a  most  excellent  turkey  dinner 
served  by  Mrs.  Raymond  Wisner  for  the  host  committee, 
Chesterfield,  several  meetings  were  held  that  evening. 
Union  #43  invited  Westhampton  and  Southampton  to 
join  them  in  forming  a  larger  school  union.  This  invita¬ 
tion  was  accepted  and  the  new  union  organized.  Mr. 
Roswell  Merritt  of  Chesterfield  was  elected  chairman  and 
Mrs.  Henriette  Miller  of  Westhampton  was  elected  secre¬ 
tary.  A  superintendent  was  elected  for  three  years  and 
his  service  divided  among  the  towns.  The  meeting  then 
adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  last  Saturday  in  April, 
1954  at  Westhampton. 

This  new  district  should  be  of  benefit  to  all  towns  in¬ 
cluded  in  it.  The  towns  are  not  too  different  in  size  and 
have  somewhat  similar  problems.  We  have  already 
formed  an  elementary  principals’  committee  for  the  six 
elementary  schools.  The  committee  will  work  with  the 
superintendent  to  consider  and  recommend  changes  in 
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the  program.  It  will  study  first  the  social  program  and 
then  other  parts  of  the  curriculum,  as  well  as  building 
and  playground  management.  The  recommendations  of 
this  committee  should  be  of  great  value  in  planning  the 
work  of  the  district.  It  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the 
towns  will  benefit  from  this  new  arrangement. 

In  getting  acquainted  with  Westhampton,  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  find  that  it  had  an  excellent  school  committee, 
a  commitee  that  was  sincerely  interested  in  the  progress 
and  development  of  the  children  under  its  direction. 
There  was  also  a  fine  staff  of  teachers  who  were  doing 
excellent  work  under  an  excellent  program  of  studies 
planned  by  Superintendent  William  Dexter.  These  offer¬ 
ings  were  quite  complete  and  included  art,  music,  pen¬ 
manship  and  physical  education.  It  was  found  to  be  a 
well-organized  and  well-operated  school. 

During  the  summer  two  members  of  our  staff  resigned. 
Mr.  Frederick  Fedor  who  had  been  a  most  excellent  prin¬ 
cipal  was  elected  supervisor  of  elementary  schools  at 
Easthampton.  This  was  a  fine  promotion  for  him.  Miss 
Edna  Graham  resigned  also  as  physical  education  in¬ 
structor.  She  felt  that  the  salary  offered  was  not  large 
enough. 

The  vacancies  caused  by  the  above  changes  were  filled 
as  follows :  Mr.  Paul  M.  Rosenberg  of  Malden  was  chosen 
as  principal  and  teacher  of  grades  6,  7  and  8.  Mr.  Rosen¬ 
berg  is  a  graduate  of  Boston  University  and  majored  in 
elementary  education.  He  has  travelled  in  Europe  and 
comes  to  us  well  prepared  for  the  work  required  of  him. 
Miss  Susan  Lawrence  of  Claremont,  Virginia,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Smith  College  in  1953,  was  secured  for  the  physi¬ 
cal  education  instruction.  Miss  Lawrence  is  majoring  in 
this  field. 

The  Center  School  was  organized  in  September  with 
Mr.  Paul  M.  Rosenberg  as  principal  and  teacher  of 
grades  6,  7,  and  8 ;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Parsons,  grades  3,  4,  and 
5;  Miss  Rachel  Bridgman,  grades  1  and  2;  Mrs.  Hazel 
Sails,  art  supervisor;  Mrs.  Esther  S.  Clapp,  music  sup- 
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ervisor;  Miss  Susan  Lawrence,  physical  education;  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Koss,  penmanship  instructor.  These 
teachers  are  well  trained  and  educated  for  the  tasks  they 
have  been  assigned  to  do,  and  the  children  have  made 
very  good  progress  under  their  direction. 

The  school  department  has  supported  23  pupils  in  sec¬ 
ondary  schools.  There  were  22  in  Northampton  High 
School  and  1  in  Smith’s  School.  Reports  of  their  work 
indicate  that  the  majority  of  these  students  are  doing 
well  in  the  courses  they  have  selected. 

The  protection  of  the  health  of  our  children  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Herman  Felsen,  as  school  phy¬ 
sician,  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Hover,  as  school  nurse.  The  usual 
clinics  have  been  held,  and  physical  examinations  given. 
No  epidemics  have  occurred  and  the  general  health  of 
the  children  is  excellent.  The  work  of  this  department  in 
keeping  these  children  in  good  physical  condition  is  most 
important  in  their  progress  in  school  and  is  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated. 

Another  opportunity  for  child  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  is  afforded  by  the  splendid  program  of  4-H  work  at 
the  Hampshire  County  Center  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Watts  and  the  leaders  of  their  groups.  Here  children 
work  at  many  different  projects  and  learn  to  do  by  doing. 
This  service  is  of  inestimable  value  in  helping  these  boys 
and  girls  grow  into  useful  men  and  women. 

The  maintenance  of  school  buildings  is  one  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  problems  of  school  departments.  The  heavy  traffic  of 
many  children  entering  and  leaving  a  building  several 
times  a  day  means  a  great  deal  of  work  for  the  custodi¬ 
an.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  Mr.  Stanley  Bartlett  who 
keeps  a  clean  and  efficient  building  where  our  children 
attend  school.  He  does  many  repairs  and  last  summer 
refinished  all  of  the  pupils’  desks.  His  attention  to  the 
many  details  of  his  work  is  sincerely  appreciated. 

During  the  summer  some  new  equipment  was  added  to 
the  school  plant.  A  new  slide  and  a  set  of  swings  were 
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bought  for  the  playground  in  order  to  replace  those  that 
had  been  worn  out  and  were  becoming  unsafe.  A  few 
new  desks  and  chairs  were  purchased  also  to  provide  for 
new  pupils  who  were  entering  school  in  September. 

The  work  of  the  P.  T.  A.  in  continuing  the  support  of 
the  hot-lunch  program  for  the  school  children  is  to  be 
commended.  The  P.  T.  A.  has  carried  on  a  fine  program 
in  exemplifying  one  of  the  principles  of  the  organization, 
namely,  that  of  cooperation  between  home  and  school. 
Best  wishes  are  extended  for  another  successful  year. 

In  another  part  of  this  report  will  be  found  the  reports 
of  our  principal,  school  nurse,  and  supervisors.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  will  be  read  for  they  tell  of  the  progress 
that  our  children  have  made  in  the  programs  provided 
for  them. 

Our  system  of  free  public  education  for  all  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  has  been  the  key  to  the  growth  and  development  of 
our  great  nation.  It  has  provided  opportunities  for  all 
kinds  of  men  and  women  to  become  loyal  American  citi¬ 
zens,  and  to  understand  our  democratic  ideals  and  our 
way  of  life.  In  this  mechanical  and  technical  period 
more  and  better  education  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  our  country.  Our  great  heritage  will  be  passed  on  to 
new  generations  through  the  great  system  of  education 
which  America  is  still  building. 

The  following  recommendations  are  submitted  for 
your  consideration: 

1.  Plan  to  build  a  new  modern  school  building  on  a 
site  large  enough  to  provide  necessary  play  space. 

2.  Construct  a  semicircular  drive  at  the  school  so  that 
buses  may  load  and  unload  pupils  off  the  highway. 

3.  Convert  the  present  coal-burning  furnace  to  oil. 

To  the  teachers,  principal,  and  all  others  connected 
with  the  work  of  the  school,  I  give  my  sincere  thanks 
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and  appreciation  for  the  excellent  work  they  have  done 
for  the  children  of  Westhampton. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
members  of  the  School  Committee  for  their  helpful  guid¬ 
ance  and  cooperation  during  my  beginning  service  here. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUCIUS  A.  MERRITT, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

..  i 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


School  Principal 


To  Mr.  L.  A.  Merritt,  Supt.  of  Schools,  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  to  the  Townspeople  of  Westhampton,  Mass. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  of  pleasure  that  I  submit  this, 
my  first  annual  report  to  the  people  of  Westhampton. 

On  September  9,  1953  I  came  to  the  Westhampton 
Center  School  as  Principal  and  teacher  of  grades  6,  7, 
and  8.  I  found  awaiting  me  a  well-staffed  school,  a  well- 
equipped  school  and  a  happy  school.  Curriculum  changes 
have  been  held  to  a  minimum  as  the  school  program  was 
already  geared  to  cope  with  our  fast-moving  technologi¬ 
cal  age.  Textbooks  were  found  to  be  of  a  late  date  for 
the  most  part,  and  those  that  are  too  old  to  be  of  much 
use  in  our  fact-changing  era  have  been  supplemented  by 
audio-visual  aids,  until  such  time  as  the  books  can  be 
superceded  by  later  volumes. 

The  school  plant  itself  is  in  good  repair  and  condition. 
Changes  and  additions  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  near 
future  to  cope  with  Westhampton’s  growing  school  popu¬ 
lation,  but,  until  such  changes  are  made,  we  at  school 
will  utilize  our  facilities  to  their  best  advantage. 

Since  the  beginning  of  my  tenure  I  have  initiated  a 
student-government  plan.  This  plan  has  been  carried 
out  in  grades  three  to  eight.  Each  of  the  two  rooms  has 
a  slate  of  officers  and  a  student  council.  The  officers, 
council  members,  and  pupils  have  periodic  class  meetings 
which  are  conducted  by  the  respective  presidents  using 
parliamentary  procedure.  I  firmly  believe  that  school 
children  should  learn  as  early  as  possible  the  principles 
and  tenets  of  good  government,  for  what  they  learn  at 
this  age  determines  their  actions  at  a  later  age.  With 
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continuing  emphasis  being  placed  on  lowering  the  voting 
age  by  the  state  and  federal  government,  student  self- 
government  becomes  doubly  important. 

An  added  incentive  to  higher  academic  achievement 
has  been  the  beginning  of  an  honor  roll.  In  our  world 
today  education  plays  a  major  role  in  the  determination 
of  a  child’s  future.  For  the  rest  of  his  life  his  grades 
will  follow  him.  In  higher  education  and  in  gaining 
employment,  references  will  be  made  to  his  elementary 
and  high  school  grades.  Today,  success  in  life  is  partially 
measured  by  success  in  school.  Thus,  it  behooves  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  attain  a  high  degree  of  achievement.  As  an  add¬ 
ed  incentive,  the  Honor  Roll  has  been  instituted.  To  gain 
a  place  on  the  Honor  Roll  a  pupil  must  have  all  A’s  and/ 
or  B’s. 

I  would  like  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
gratefully  thank  all  those  who  have  made  my  task  easi¬ 
er.  Mr.  Merritt,  the  school  committee,  the  teaching  staff, 
Mr.  Bartlett,  our  bus  drivers,  and  the  pupils  themselves, 
along  with  their  parents,  have  all  helped  me  immeasur¬ 
ably.  Without  the  wonderful  cooperation  of  these  people 
a  principal’s  lot  would  be,  indeed,  a  sorry  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  M.  ROSENBERG, 

Principal 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Physical  Education  Supervisor 


To  Mr.  L.  A.  Merritt,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  present  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
Physical  Education  program  at  the  Westhampton  Center 
School  for  the  fall  of  1953. 

The  program  thus  far  has  included  games,  sport  skills, 
posture  training  and  rhythmic  work.  The  best  response 
has  been  first  to  the  games  and  then  to  the  sport  skills. 
These  students  are  eager  for  competition  and  want  to 
learn  how  to  play  organized  games  which  require  some 
skill.  The  lower  grades,  of  course,  are  more  interested 
in  individual  participation,  whereas  the  older  grades 
want  team  competition.  The  experience  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  in  any  sort  of  rhythmic  work  is  widely  varied  but 
their  response  to  rhythmic  games  and  to  steps  necessary 
for  folk  dance  being  included  in  the  program  was  very 
good.  Posture  training  has  not  been- included  as  a  sep¬ 
arate  block  of  work  in  the  program  but  rather  it  has 
been  quietly  stressed  right  along  with  all  the  activities 
of  the  program.  The  attempt  has  been  to  teach  the  rules 
of  the  game,  to  encourage  good  sportsmanship,  to  aid  in 
the  understanding  of  why  posture  is  stressed,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  means  through  which  these  children  can  meet  so¬ 
cially. 

Outdoor  activities  were  possible  until  Christmas  vaca¬ 
tion.  Equipment  is  not  a  major  consideration,  although 
what  is  available  is  used  and  the  children  show  an  ap¬ 
preciation  of  what  they  do  have.  Their  interest  and 
eagerness  make  my  association  with  them  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  and  rewarding  experience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  LAWRENCE, 
Supervisor  of  Physical  Education 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

School  Nurse 


To  Lucius  A.  Merritt,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  annual  report  of  the  health  program  in  the  West- 
hampton  Center  School  is  herewith  submitted  for  the 
year  ending  December  1953. 

In  January  the  children  were  weighed  and  measured. 
This  is  done  routinely  three  times  during  the  school  year. 

During  the  winter  months  there  were  a  few  cases  of 
scarlet  fever.  The  entire  school  was  checked  for  one  week 
period  following  outbreak  of  these  cases  to  minimize  the 
number  of  cases.  No  other  cases  were  reported.  There 
were  cases  of  mumps  and  chicken  pox  reported  during 
the  winter  months. 

There  were  no  candidates  submitted  for  Camp  Hodg¬ 
kins  for  summer  camp. 

In  September  all  children  were  weighed  and  measured. 

The  Massachusetts  Vision  test  was  used  for  visual  de- 

♦ 

fects.  The  Puretone  Audiometer  loaned  from  the  Public 
Health  Service  in  Amherst  was  used  to  individually  test 
all  students. 

Dr.  Abel  Ross  examined  in  October  for  dental  defects. 

Dr.  Herman  Felsen  continues  to  do  yearly  physical  ex¬ 
aminations  for  the  entire  school. 

All  were  Patch  tested  for  tuberculosis  except  a  few 
who  were  absent,  and  all  completed  tests  were  negative. 

A  health  report  for  each  student  reporting  the  results 
of  all  tests,  i.  e.  physical  examination,  dental  examina¬ 
tion,  eye,  ear  and  Patch  test,  was  sent  home  to  parents. 

We  have  continued  this  year  to  use  the  town  hall  facili¬ 
ties  for  medical,  eye  and  ear  examinations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  S.  HOVER, 

School  Nurse 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Art  Supervisor 


I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  art  program 
in  the  Westhampton  School. 

I  have  visited  the  Westhampton  School  once  every  two 
weeks  and  my  program  consists  of  one  half  hour  in  Miss 
Bridgman’s  room,  and  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  Mrs. 
Parsons’  and  Mr.  Rosenberg’s  rooms.  In  these  periods 
I  have  endeavored  to  expose  the  children  to  a  variety  of 
art  work.  Wherever  possible  I  have  correlated  drawing 
with  academic  subjects  or  we  have  used  seasonal  sub¬ 
jects  for  design,  representation,  and  construction. 

In  Mrs.  Parsons’  room  the  children  made  covers  to 
contain  their  reading  certificate.  This  involved  work  with 
construction  paper  and  lettering.  It  also  acted  as  motiva¬ 
tion  toward  working  for  reading  certificates. 

The  annual  art  exhibit  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  dur¬ 
ing  graduation  exercises  and  it  showed  tremendous  prog¬ 
ress  over  the  previous  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAZEL  SALLS 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


EXPENDITURE 

Appropriation 
Expended  in  1953 

Balance 


Administration 


William  A.  Dexter,  Salary 

80.20 

William  A.  Dexter,  Expenses 

83.81 

L.  A.  Merritt,  Salary 

450.00 

L.  A.  Merritt,  Expenses 

39.76 

Ruth  S.  Hover,  Census 

15.00 

Bertha  Voigt,  Secretary 

70.50 

Miscellaneous 

10.00 

Instruction 

Teachers'  Salaries 

Frederick  Fedor 

2,366.72 

Paul  Rosenberg 

1,200.00 

Evelyn  Parsons 

2,231.64 

Rachel  Bridgman 

2,666.72 

Esther  Clapp,  Music 

200.00 

Hazel  Sails,  Art 

150.00 

Hazel  Sails,  Travel 

50.00 

Marion  Mascho,  Assist.  &  Sub. 

330.50 

Mildred  Walz 

17.50 

Edna  Graham,  Physical  Education 

60.00 

Edna  Graham,  Travel 

50.00 

Susan  Lawrence,  Physical  Education  40.00 

Susan  Lawrence,  Travel 

20.00 

Rinehard  Handwriting  System 

200.00 

Books 

Supplies 

40 


$27,467.00 

25,136.42 


$2,330.58 


$749.27 


9,583.08 

325.84 

296.63 


Maintenance 


Janitor’s  Salary  858.40 

Fuel  . 

Operating  Expenses  271.22 

Repairs  &  Replacements  249.69 

-  1,379.31 


General 

Health 

Dr.  Herman  Felsen  100.00 

Ruth  S.  Hover,  R.  N.  200.00 

Dr.  Abel  Ross  10.00 

Medical  Supplies  16.69 

-  326.69 


Transportation 

Elementary:  W.  Withered 
High  &  Voc. :  W.  Withered 

Tuition 

High  School 

City  of  Northampton 

Vocational 
Smith’s  School 


Contingent 

Outlay 


3,674.00 

2,700.00 

-  6,374.00 


4,961.63 


177.26 

-  5,138.89 

10.00 

952.71 


Total  Expenses  for  Schools  for  1953  $25,136.42 

RECEIPTS 

Funds  Received  in  1953  Toward  School  Expenses : 

Mass.  School  Fund,  Chap.  70  6,886.01 

Mass.  School  Fund,  Chap.  71, 

Transportation  5,750.00 
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Superintendent’s  Salary  &  Travel  307.27 

City  of  Northampton,  Tuition  300.00 

Vocational  Transportation  & 

Tuition  Refund  584.33 

-  13,827.61 


Net  Cost  of  Maintaining  Schools  for  1953  $11,308.81 

Net  Cost  per  Pupil  115.40 


Attendance  Figures  for  the  School  Year  Ending 

June,  1953 


Whole  No. 

Average 

Average 

Enrolled 

Membership 

Attendant 

Frederick  Fedor,  6,  7,  8 

18 

17.5 

17.2 

Phyliss  Gawle,  3,  4,  5 

33 

30.7 

28.8 

Rachel  Bridgman,  1,  2 

24 

22. 

20. 

75 

70.2 

66.0 

42 


1954  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  BUDGET 


Budget  1953 

Spent  1953 

Budget  1954 

Administration 

$775.00 

$749.27 

$1,100.00 

Instruction 

Teachers’  Salaries 

10,000.00 

9,583.08 

10,700.00 

Books 

250.00 

325.84 

300.00 

Supplies 

500.00 

296.63 

400.00 

Maintenance 

Janitor’s  Salary 

800.00 

858.40 

1,000.00 

Fuel 

475.00 

•••  •••  ••• 

700.00 

Operating  Expenses 

350.00 

271.22 

350.00 

Repairs  &  Replace- 

ments 

875.00 

249.69 

1,700.00 

General 

Health 

350.00 

326.69 

350.00 

Trans :  High  &  Voc. 

2,760.00 

2,700.00 

2,800.00 

Elementary 

3,662.00 

3,674.00 

3,700.00 

Tuition :  High 

4,960.00 

4,961.63 

5,000.00 

Vocational 

460.00 

177.26 

500.00 

Contingent 

1,000.00 

10.00 

1,000.00 

Outlay 

250.00 

952.71 

250.00 

$27,467.00 

$25,136.42 

$29,850.00 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Well  Child  Clinic 


The  Well  Child  Conference  was  held  in  the  Westhamp- 
ton  Town  Hall  on  Wednesday,  June  24,  1953. 

The  Staff  was  as  follows : 


Physician 

Registrar 


Dr.  Herman  Felsen 
Mrs.  Betty  Perkins 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hover 


Nurse 


There  were  33  children  examined  of  which  12  were 
new  cases ;  7  were  vaccinated. 

Mrs.  John  Hathaway  and  Mrs.  Edward  Cernak  volun¬ 
teered  luncheon  at  Mrs.  John  Hathaway's  home  for  the 
staff. 

There  is  at  present  no  money  in  the  budget  to  cover 
costs  of  either  a  nutritionist  or  dentist  at  the  conference. 

The  Diphtheria  Clinic  was  started  in  April.  There 
were  15  booster  doses  given  and  one  case  given  three 
doses. 


RUTH  S.  HOVER 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Center  Cemetery 


Work  performed  at  the  Cemetery  consisted  of  the  usu¬ 
al  mowing,  trimming  around  monuments,  and  raking. 
Special  work  done  toward  improving  the  appearance  and 
care  of  the  Cemetery  was  removing  seven  small  Locust 
stumps  and  excavating  around  and  cutting  the  roots  of 
two  large  stumps.  These  will  be  removed  in  the  Spring. 

Last  Fall  many  yards  of  top  soil  were  brought  in  from 
a  road  widening  project  on  Route  66  and  used  to  good 
advantage  in  regrading  a  low  spot  toward  the  back  of 
the  Cemetery.  Appreciation  was  expressed  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Roads  for  his  cooperation.  It  meant  a  big 
saving  to  the  much  depleted  funds  of  the  Cemetery  As¬ 
sociation.  Any  unwanted  top  soil  can  be  put  to  good  use 
here  in  the  Cemetery. 

A  total  of  311  hours  of  work  for  the  year  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  the  Cemetery  that  “well  cared  for”  look. 

There  were  eight  burials  during  the  year. 

One  misfortune  occurred  that  should  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  town  people — six  flags  were  taken  from 
around  the  base  of  the  Soldiers  Monument  and  never  re¬ 
turned. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

STANLEY  BARTLETT, 

Caretaker 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Fire  Department 


I  hereby  present  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  West- 
hampton  Fire  Department. 

The  Department  answered  five  (5)  fire  calls  and  five 
(5)  service  calls.  Of  these  calls,  one  was  a  chimney  fire; 
one  a  fire  in  the  shed;  one  to  investigate  smoke  which 
was  a  fire  in  West  Farms;  one  where  an  oil  reservoir 
caught  fire  in  a  kitchen ;  and  a  fire  in  a  cellar.  A  total  of 
200  man  hours  was  spent  at  fires. 

The  following  permits  were  issued;  Fire  Permits — 
122;  Fuel  Oil — 16;  Range  Oil — 6;  L.  P.  Gas — 4.  A  total 
of  16  fire  extinguishers  were  serviced  and  re-charged. 

Two  new  members  have  joined  the  volunteer  firemen. 
They  are  Morris  Frary  and  Ellis  Hover,  thus  making  a 
total  of  twenty  regular  members.  Two  men  have  resigned 
from  the  department.  They  are  Alfred  Blakesley  and 
Richard  Warren.  Richard  Tracy  has  been  appointed 
Deputy  Chief  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  Richard  War¬ 
ren’s  resignation. 

A  donation  of  $50.00  was  given  the  Firemen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  for  a  service  call. 

Work  has  been  completed  on  Water  holes  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  funds  available. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  fire  permits  is¬ 
sued,  has  increased  by  over  50%.  It  is  required  by  law 
to  have  a  permit  from  the  Fire  Chief  before  starting  a 
fire  of  any  kind,  in  the  open  air.  This  not  only  protects 
the  land  owner  if  the  fire  gets  out  of  control,  but  it  also 
helps  the  Fire  Chief  to  know  if  and  where  a  fire  permit 
has  been  issued,  if  smoke  is  reported  to  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  by  passers-by  or  one  of  the  control  towers.  Your 
cooperation  in  calling  me  is  appreciated. 
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I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  notice  received  from 
the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles,  restricting  the  use  of 
ways  in  case  of  fire.  Chapter  89,  Section  7 A  reads  as 
follows :  Upon  the  approach  of  any  fire  apparatus  which 
is  going  to  a  fire  or  responding  to  an  alarm,  every  per¬ 
son  driving  a  vehicle  on  a  way  shall  immediately  drive 
said  vehicle  as  far  as  possible  toward  the  right-hand  curb 
or  side  of  said  way  and  shall  keep  the  same  at  a  stand¬ 
still  until  such  fire  apparatus  has  passed.  No  person  shall 
drive  a  vehicle  over  a  hose  of  a  fire  department  without 
the  consent  of  a  member  of  such  department.  No  per¬ 
son  shall  drive  a  vehicle  within  three  hundred  feet  of  any 
fire  apparatus  going  to  a  fire  or  responding  to  an  alarm, 
nor  drive  said  vehicle,  or  park  or  leave  the  same  unat¬ 
tended,  within  eight  hundred  feet  of  a  fire  or  within  the 
fire  lines  established  by  the  fire  department,  or  upon  or 
beside  any  traveled  way,  whether  public  or  private,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  scene  of  a  fire,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obstruct 
the  approach  to  the  fire  of  any  fire  apparatus  or  any  am¬ 
bulance,  safety  or  police  vehicle,  or  of  any  vehicle  bear¬ 
ing  an  official  fire  or  police  department  designation.  Vio¬ 
lation  of  any  provision  of  this  section  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  HICKEY, 

Chief,  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Inspector  of  Buildings 


Building  Permits  Issued  in  1953: 

#56  Mary  and  Walter  Challet — Dwelling 
#57  James  H.  Miller — Dwelling  — 

#58  William  Chipman — Summer  Camp 

#59  Sidney  H.  Cole — Poultry  House 

#60  Richard  C.  Warren — Addition  for  Bathroom 

t 

#61  John  E.  Petrick — Auction  Shed 
,#62  Arthur  T.  Cotnoir — Hen  House 
#63  Clifford  M.  Bartlett — Hen  House  * 

#64  Howard  F.  Loud — Shaving  Storage 
#65  Edward  Balise — Barn 
~~~A#66  Walter  S.  Weslowski — Dwelling 

#67  Donald  E.  Lyman — General  Purpose 
#68  John  W.  Hunt — Garage 
#69  Joseph  0.  LaRose — Porch 
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Articles  of  the  Town  Warrant 


TOWN  MEETING 
MONDAY,  MARCH  1,  1954 
Ten  A.  M.  —  Prompt 


Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  choose  a  Town  Clerk. 

Article  3.  To  hear  and  act  on  all  reports  presented  at 
said  meeting. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  necessary  officers  to  serve 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  leave  the 
care  of  the  highways  in  charge  of  the  Selectmen. 

Article  6.  To  vote  in  compliance  with  Section  108, 
Chapter  41,  General  Laws,  which  requires  that  salaries 
of  elected  officers  be  fixed  by  vote  of  the  Town. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  observance  of  Memorial 
Day. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select¬ 
men,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1, 
1953,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  with¬ 
in  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be 
given  for  a  period  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with 
Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 
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Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available 
funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81 
Highways,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  $1,000.00  to  cover  the  1954  note  on  the  Town  Hall 
and  $220.00  for  the  interest  on  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  $175.00  for  Gypsy  Moth. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  $100.00  for  Dutch  Elm  Disease. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  expense  of  being 
represented  at  the  300th  Anniversary  celebration  of  the 
City  of  Northampton,  and  elect  a  committee  to  supervise. 
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